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This International Search Report ha* been prepared by this international Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy Is being transmitted to the international Bureau. 



This international Search Report consists of a total ol . 
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jTj It is also accompanied by a copy ol each prior art document cited In this report. 



1. Basis of the report 

a With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of me international application In the 
language In which It was Wed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

r~| the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
^ Authority (Rule 2ai(b>). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequent* disclosed In the International application, the International search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence Hsting : 
£J contained in tha International application In written form, 
P| filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
p] furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form , 
jj furnished subsequently to this Authority In computer readble form. 

in the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
u " 1 international application as filed has been furnished. 

pi the statement that the Information recorded In computer readable form is Identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

2. Q Certain claim* were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. [J Unity of Invention is lacking (see Box II). 

4. With regard to the Mtte, 

[Tj the text Lb approved as submitted by the applicant. 

[J] the text haa been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

nn the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text haa been established, according to Rule 33.2(b), by this Authority as It appears In Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to mis Authority. 



6. The figure of the drawing to be published with the abstract Is Figure No. 
X] as suggested by the applicant 
^ because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
^ because this figure better characters the invention. 



[""I None of the figures. 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 BQ1D3/06 



According to Iniemattonai Paiant Classification (1PC> or to bom national ciMSWcaiion and IPC 



a. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation suarcned (classification system followed by dassirtetion symbols) 

IPC 7 601D 



Oocumemalion searched other than mmlmuro docuitiantalwn to Ihe extent Itiai such documents am moulded in Ihe flaWs searched 



Eloclronic dela base ochibuIIwI during the international search (name ol data base and. where pradfcal. search wrma used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDEHEO TO BE RELEVANT 



Category Citation iA Oucumml. «nlh indlcallon, where appropriate, ol Ihe relevant passages 



W0 00 62886 A (MINERALS TECHNOLOGIES INC. ) 
26 October 2000 (2000-10-26) 
the whole document 



0E 199 47 846 A (FISCHERMANNS GMBH) 
5 April 2001 (2001-04-05) 
the whole document 



US 4 522 743 A (D.HORN ET AL.) 
11 June 1985 (1985-06-11) 
claim 1 



US 5 955 135 A (A.R.BOUCHER ET AL.) 
21 September 1999 (1999-09-21) 
claim 1; figure 1 



Relevant to cum No. 



1-5 



1-5 



1-5 



□ 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



D 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



* Special caleoorte* of cited document : 

'A* document defining the general Male of the art which 18 not 

considered to bo of particular relevance 
"E 1 earlier docunani but published on or after the International 

rrnng dam 

"L a documont which may throw doubts on priority claim(s)or 
which 1& crted to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (a* specified) 

•ty document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

•P' docwmeni pu Wished prior to the international riling data but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T later doctiment published after lha International filing dale 
or priority dale and not iti conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

*x* documei <t or particular relevance: me claimed invention 
cannot be ^eidered novel or cannot be considered to 
mvotve an inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

f Y' document or particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an Invontlva step when the 
document te combined wtlh one or mom other auch docu- 
ments, audi combination being obvloua to a person stilted 
in the art. 

'&' document member of ihe same patent family 



pate or the actual completion of the international search 



30 October 2003 



Name and mailing address or tho ISA 

European Patent Offfce. p.b 5a 18 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Ripw^k 
TeL (+31-70) 340- 2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nt 



Date oi mejflno oi the international search report 



06/11/2003 



Authorized officer 



Bertram, H 
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